1 have made reference to the sometimes
. : 11's home, but I h
in Margaret Randa ’ .1 have no reason to beli
she had less than the other.famllles. To maintain fivelizriiil;z;
ust have been gquite something. I have always had the impression

he Alfred Randall family was one of the familie i i
;olygamy as it was meant to be lived. Bl e ine i

meager livelihood

Because the principle and practice of polygamy had such an
influence on mother's life (her entire life and more particularl
her married life), it having been built around the obroblems and Y
circumstances brought on by polygamy, one cannot think nor
jrite about her without be{ng involved with the subject. For
these reasons I am going to write briefly about polygamy and
it's influence on mother and return later to my grandmother.

That a principle and it's practice by such a small percent
of the church membership should create so much comment and
comotion 1s provocative. Few people are concerned with or even
nention the principle of plural marriage today, but that was
not the case during my mother's life. I have heard many theories
advanced as to the reason for the establishment of polygamy in
the Mormon church, some of them in approbation, some logical,
and some not too complimentary. One point of view which was
far from uncommon even as late as my day, was expressed by one
of Alfred Randall's wives as quoted by her daughter in which
she said: "Polygamy was not hard to live if one worked
at it, and if they wanted to get into the Celestial Kingdom."

Perhaps the best treatise I have read on this subject can
be found in Annie Clark Tanner's book, A Mormon Mother. Aunt
Mnie's mother was married to my grandfather Clark as a secqnd
iife so Aunt Annie grew up in a polygamous home. Her_reagtlon
to this mode of life was so favorable and her indoctrination had
been S0 effective that she felt that plural marriage was the )
paramount course. I quote her as found on page 62 of her book:
l‘PI.'°“‘5|-Ilen1: men were counseled by the Church lgaders to enter
this practice as a qualification for leadership."” And a few
lines later: "It was taught at that time that the second wife
opened the door of salvation in the Celestial Kingd?'m not'onlyh
for herself but for her husband and his first wife. Notice ; e
Word "in® not "to" nor "into". On page 1 of this same book sle
53ys: "The principle of Celestial Marriage" (the term conué\o:hg
5ed in those days to mean Plural Marriage) _ was considigethe
‘apstone of Mormon religion. Only by practicing it coubt e
highest exaltation in the Celestial Kingdom of God be obta .

ping with the idea expressed

This latter statement seems in keel sermon he delivered at

b Elder Brigham H berts in a funera . oF
¢ funeral gf Aunt gilen Baird, who had been on” Offt?i :;Vii
yrum Bairg, Referring to this principle he spoke O‘esthood relf
ad?ancement in Priesthood by which one moved from gr;n gi-pi
Priesthoog, (See the published Autobiography of EdW
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