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of 1897, holding to a narrow interpretation of the Manifesto prohibiting 
plural marriage only in lands where the law forbids it, the First Presidency 
authorized President Anthony Ivins to perform polygamous ceremonies 
in Mexico, even though, as Hardy argues, “polygamy had been against the 
law in Mexico ever since they [Mormons] fi rst entered Mexican territory 
in the late 1840s.”63 Many polygamous wives and families from the United 
States sought refuge in the LDS Mexican colonies, protected against pros-
ecution by Mexican laws that indirectly sanctioned male adultery to pre-
serve Mexican marriages.64 

Avery lived initially with President Ivins and his family, close friends 
of Owen’s, and taught at the academy until close to her due date. A few 
months before the baby was born, Avery moved in with Rhoda and Roxie 
Taylor, sisters and wives of John W. Taylor, another pro-polygamy mentor-
apostle to Owen. Owen and Avery made plans to build a home in Mexico, 
which they discussed in detail in their correspondence. Both Owen and 
Helen mention the importance of Avery obtaining a “home of her own.” 
In Owen’s January 1902 letter to Avery, for example, he places this desire 
in the context of turn-of-the-century gender roles and, accordingly, subtly 
affi rms his authoritative status in her regard:

Avery Woodruff’s house in Colonia Juárez. On the porch are Mr. and Dr. 
Farr, to whom Avery rented one of the front rooms. Avery lived in the house 

for over a year, leaving it in May 1905.
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